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Since the first geological description of the manganese deposits in 1907, the
Kalahari Manganese Field has become world-famous as a geological and
mineralogical wonderland. The first mine was opened at Black Rock in 1940
and ever since, the deposits have been the subject of geological scrutiny
and, simultaneously, the source of some of the finest mineral specimens in the
world. Hosting enormous manganese (and iron ore) deposits, geologists and
mineralogists have focused their attention on the genesis of these ancient
rocks and unraveled questions such as why such prodigious amounts of these
two metals occur in these ancient rocks. The Kalahari mines continue to supply
the world’s steel markets with manganese metal and, based on current trends,
will continue to do so well into the future.

Mineral collectors and museum curators around the world acknowledge the Kalahari
Manganese Field as one of the premier mineral-producing localities and certainly, the
most important one in the southern African region. Specimens from N’Chwaning and
Wessels mines have been gracing the display cases of collections since the early 1960s when
rhodochrosite was first collected at the Hotazel mine. For more than 60 years, thousand of
mineral specimens have been collected adding not only to the aesthetics of collections, but
also to the science on mineralogy.
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All these aspects of the Kalahari Manganese
Field are presented in the book written by Bruce
Cairncross and Nic Beukes. Profusely illustrated
with full colour throughout, and containing over
500 photographs and diagrams, the book provides
an up-to-date history, geology and mineralogy
of the region. It will serve as a reference book to
researchers and academics active in the field of
manganese research, museum curators and mineral
collectors with an interest in Kalahari Manganese
Field specimens and the general public who may
want to learn more about this particular aspect of
South Africa’s geoheritage.
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